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Dear Disability Determination Service:

Jordyn comes in to the Bloomfield Hills Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. She is accompanied by her grandmother, Theresa, who assists with the history. Apparently, Jordyn was born premature and diagnosed with bilateral retinopathy of prematurity. She had lasers and surgery in both eyes when she was very young. She lost vision on the right side entirely and never developed particularly good vision with her left eye. Currently, she is in the 8th grade and is able to function in school with the help of low vision assistance. She does not use eye drops. She does not take systemic medicines other than vitamins. She is unable to read small and moderate size print and needs a cane to ambulate safely in her environment.
On examination, the best-corrected visual acuity is no light perception on the right side and 20/400 on the left side. This is with a spectacle correction of –16.25 +0.75 x 083 on the right and –14.50 –0.50 x 180 on the left. The near acuity through the distance correction measures no light perception on the right side and count fingers only on the left side at 14 inches. The pupils are sluggish, but round. The muscle balance shows a right-sided esotropia. The muscle movements show a lateral and pendular jerk and flickering nystagmus. Applanation pressures are 13 on the right and 14 on the left. The slit lamp examination is unremarkable. The media are clear. The fundus examination shows a superior vitreous opacity on the right side only. The retina is flat on both sides with temporal dragging of the vessels on both sides. There are peripheral scars on both sides and there is no light reflex in the macula on each side. There is pallor to each optic nerve head, but no edema. There is extensive atrophy on both sides. The eyelids are unremarkable.
Visual field testing utilizing a Goldman-type kinetic test with a III4e stimulus without correction and with good reliability shows the absence of a visual field on the right side and 25 degrees of horizontal field on the left side.
Assessment:
1. Retinopathy of prematurity.
2. Amblyopia.

3. Nystagmus.
4. High myopia.

Jordyn has clinical findings that are consistent with the history of retinopathy of prematurity with associated treatments. These findings can explain her measured visual acuities and visual fields and are supportive of her need for low vision aids. Without glasses or with regular glasses, she is unable to read small or moderate size print, use a computer, or avoid hazards in her environment. Her prognosis is poor.
Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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